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fore founded the " Grand National Consolidated Trades
Union ", which was joined by every class of worker from
" farm labourer to sweeps and bonnetmakers ". Owen
thought that the Unions could take over industry and run
it co-operatively, and he would not countenance strikes.
When the employers, frightened at the new movement,
began to " lock out" its members, it all fell to pieces and
collapsed. Trade Unionism had to develop along different
lines from those of Owen's dreams. Moreover, the employ-
ing class were now growing vindictive. They saw, and
dreaded, the power which combination might give. They
could not now openly forbid men to organize for the im-
provement of their conditions, but they tried to injure the
Unions in another way. In 1834 began a set of prosecu-
tions against men who " took an oath " in support of their
Unions.1 The climax came in the case of the Dorset labourers

The TOI- of Tolpuddle.   These men were arrested in 1834 for swear-
ing men into a Union which intended to join the Grand
Consolidated.   For this they were sentenced to seven years
transportation.
The  other   working-class   movement  which   indirectly

co-opera- derives from Owen, had a far more prosperous future. He
tion had begun, in London, an experiment in " co-operative
selling ". Members of his " society " took to a central
" store " the goods which they produced. They were paid
for their labour, and the goods were sold at that " cost
price " with a small charge for the expenses of running the
store. The experiment was a great success for a time, and
then failed owing to difficulties over Owen's personality. Yet
his idea lived on, and a new start was made by a little group
of men in Lancashire. There, at Rochdale, in 1844, a band
of weavers joined together to open a little store in Toad Lane.
They combined to buy jointly first food, then general goods
which they needed. By this joint buying they could get

1 These actions were taken under an " Unlawful Oaths Acts " of 1797, a
panic year.